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Welcome to the most recent issue of the Joint Task Force Update. The AMA Joint Task 
Force (JTF), comprised of family physicians, specialists, and AMA support staff, 
represents a unified voice that supports and enables grassroots physician advocacy 
efforts. The JTF has put together this list of events, resources and news items that may 
be of interest to physicians. 
 
Our next podcast episode is up! 
In the latest episode of Alberta, This is Going to Hurt, our hosts interview Dr. Paul 
Boucher, AMA President and an Intensive Care physician working at Calgary’s Foothills 
Medical Centre. Dr. Boucher discusses some of the challenges Alberta physicians have 
experienced over the past year, including the increasing pressures on primary care, and 
explains how the AMA is working with government to move toward an agreement. You 
can listen to it here and subscribe wherever you get your podcasts. 
 
Tell us about your practice and any changes you may be making 
As part of our ongoing efforts to gather information about physicians who are changing 
their practice, a "My Practice Information" feature has been added to the member 
dashboard. This confidential, voluntary feature asks about your practice and any changes 
you might be making, including retirement, closing your practice, reducing or increasing 
your hours, as well as the reasons for these changes. If you have any questions or 
comments on the new dashboard feature, please let us know 
at jointtaskforce@albertadoctors.org.  
 
Week in Review 
In case you missed it, here’s some of what’s happened over the past couple of weeks: 

• The February 26, President’s Letter announced that the AMA has reached a 
tentative agreement with government and outlined the next steps in the process, 
including standing down on any communications relating to negotiations.  

• Health Minister Tyler Shandro confirmed that community physicians and their 
staff are now eligible for COVID vaccinations as part of Phase 2.  

• The UCP government tabled their third budget on Thursday, February 25. It 
projects a deficit of $18.2 billion – an amount that has more than doubled since 
last June. Health spending will increase by four per cent, rising to $23 billion, with 
$120 million directed to a surgical wait times initiative. The government also 
indicated that it intends to return to its cost savings plan for health care spending 
once the pandemic ends. 

• The February 19, President’s Letter discussed the importance of the Physician and 
Family Support Program  and the announcement by the Minister of Health that 
the program will continue in its current form.  

http://https/www.albertadoctors.org/services/physicians/our-agreements/physician-advocacy-support/advocacy-resources#podcast
http://link.albertadoctors.org/c/6/?T=NjQ1MTcxMDk%3AMDItYjIwMzM3LThmNWM1NzJjZmJhODRjMzhiMzczMzkxMmQ4YTQwYzQz%3Ac2hlZW5hZHN0ZXdhcnRAZ21haWwuY29t%3AY29udGFjdC1jOGI2YThmMjA2YjNlODExYTgyNjAwMGMyOWVlODY4OS0wMzI2Yjg5MDFjNDA0MWFhYmU4OWMzZTkxZTc5MDI3MA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWxiZXJ0YWRvY3RvcnMub3JnL2FwcC9mb3Jtcy9QcmFjdGljZUNoYW5nZS9EZWZhdWx0LmFzcHg_X2NsZGVlPWMyaGxaVzVoWkhOMFpYZGhjblJBWjIxaGFXd3VZMjl0JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtYzhiNmE4ZjIwNmIzZTgxMWE4MjYwMDBjMjllZTg2ODktMDMyNmI4OTAxYzQwNDFhYWJlODljM2U5MWU3OTAyNzAmZXNpZD01ZmRiZTdiOC1kZDM0LWViMTEtYTgzNC0wMDBjMjllZTg2ODk&K=Zsfjjio0dPzw5L2Rk9Kcgg
http://link.albertadoctors.org/c/6/?T=NjQ1MTcxMDk%3AMDItYjIwMzM3LThmNWM1NzJjZmJhODRjMzhiMzczMzkxMmQ4YTQwYzQz%3Ac2hlZW5hZHN0ZXdhcnRAZ21haWwuY29t%3AY29udGFjdC1jOGI2YThmMjA2YjNlODExYTgyNjAwMGMyOWVlODY4OS0wMzI2Yjg5MDFjNDA0MWFhYmU4OWMzZTkxZTc5MDI3MA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWxiZXJ0YWRvY3RvcnMub3JnL2FwcC9mb3Jtcy9QcmFjdGljZUNoYW5nZS9EZWZhdWx0LmFzcHg_X2NsZGVlPWMyaGxaVzVoWkhOMFpYZGhjblJBWjIxaGFXd3VZMjl0JnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtYzhiNmE4ZjIwNmIzZTgxMWE4MjYwMDBjMjllZTg2ODktMDMyNmI4OTAxYzQwNDFhYWJlODljM2U5MWU3OTAyNzAmZXNpZD01ZmRiZTdiOC1kZDM0LWViMTEtYTgzNC0wMDBjMjllZTg2ODk&K=Zsfjjio0dPzw5L2Rk9Kcgg
mailto:jointtaskforce@albertadoctors.org
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/a-tentative-agreement-with-government-has-been-reached
https://twitter.com/shandro/status/1364961384878981122
https://twitter.com/shandro/status/1364961384878981122
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/highlights-from-the-2021-alberta-budget-five-things-you-need-to-know
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/alberta-budget-2021-health
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/alberta-budget-2021-health
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/politics/alberta-budget-2021-health
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/media-publications/presidents-letter/pl-archive/pfsp-value-staying-well-importance-of-advocacy
https://www.albertadoctors.org/services/physicians/our-agreements/negotiation-actions/resources-physicians-albertans/jtf-update


• Health Canada announced that they have approved AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 
vaccine. Canada has been promised 20 million doses by AstraZeneca, which are 
expected to arrive in the second and third quarters of this year.  

• Beginning on Wednesday, February 24, Albertans born in 1946 or earlier were 
able to book appointments to receive their COVID-19 vaccine as part of Phase 1B 
of the province’s vaccine rollout plan.  

• As expected, the demand for appointments was so great that the AHS booking 
system crashed within minutes of opening.  

• Three brothers managed to find a work-around to the technical issues on the AHS 
booking system, and shared their solution on Twitter. 

• On Thursday, February 25, long line ups for seniors scheduled to receive their 
COVID-19 vaccinations drew concern and criticism, with many seniors waiting up 
to two hours past their appointment time. AHS responded by advising people not 
to arrive any earlier than 10 minutes before their scheduled appointments. 

• Health Minister Tyler Shandro, announced that beginning the first week of 
March, vaccines will be offered at approximately 100 pharmacies in Calgary, 
Edmonton and Red Deer for anyone born in 1946 or earlier.  

• Three recent overdose deaths in Drumheller have sparked renewed concerns 
about Alberta’s ongoing opioid crisis.  

• Demand on a temporary overdose prevention trailer in downtown Red Deer that 
arrived in 2018 has been so high that construction is set to begin next month on a 
new residential treatment centre.   

• An anti-mask rally held in Edmonton on February 20, drew condemnations from 
health professionals, elected officials, and many Albertans for its defiance of 
public health measures and the racist symbols and rhetoric on display. 

• An Edmonton-area pastor who has consistently defied public health orders by 
continuing to hold packed services at Grace Life Church in Parkland County was 
arrested last week. The church held regular services again on February 21 and 
criticized other churches for adhering to public health measures. 

• Alberta Health Services has dropped charges against the café in rural Alberta that 
reopened for dine-in services in defiance of public health orders. AHS has also 
agreed to cover the owner’s legal fees, a decision that concerns some legal 
experts. 

• Calgary has extended its state of emergency, which first began on November 25, 
for another 90 days. 

• The Alberta Union of Provincial Employees reports that after a wildcat strike on 
October 26, 2020, AHS disciplined almost 800 employees, with 771 workers 
receiving letters of reprimand and another 27 workers receiving suspensions. 
AUPE has filed nearly 800 grievances with AHS. 

• In recent weeks, seven new public members have been appointed to various 
health colleges, including three people who were appointed to the College of 
Alberta Dental Assistants on the recommendation of Health Minister Tyler 
Shandro. 

• An Edmonton-based psychedelic drug company, led by a faculty member in the 
department of psychiatry at the University of Alberta, has announced plans to 
begin growing magic mushrooms for clinical use. 

• The province reported 399 new COVID cases on Thursday, February 25 and eight 
additional deaths, bringing the total number of Albertans lost to the pandemic to 
1,874. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/astrazeneca-approved-1.5929050
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/astrazeneca-approved-1.5929050
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/covid-19-ahs-bracing-for-surge-in-demand-as-alberta-rolls-out-next-phase-of-vaccine-strategy-on-wednesday
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/covid-19-ahs-bracing-for-surge-in-demand-as-alberta-rolls-out-next-phase-of-vaccine-strategy-on-wednesday
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/first-10-000-seniors-booked-in-covid-19-vaccine-phase-1b-despite-online-issues-ahs-1.5322211
https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/first-10-000-seniors-booked-in-covid-19-vaccine-phase-1b-despite-online-issues-ahs-1.5322211
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/how-three-brothers-solved-a-tech-glitch-that-was-crashing-alberta-s-covid-19-vaccine-booking-tool-1.5927733
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/how-three-brothers-solved-a-tech-glitch-that-was-crashing-alberta-s-covid-19-vaccine-booking-tool-1.5927733
https://globalnews.ca/news/7663586/covid-19-vaccine-lineups-edmonton-seniors-waiting/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7663586/covid-19-vaccine-lineups-edmonton-seniors-waiting/
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/covid-19-health-minster-tyler-shandro-to-give-update-on-albertas-vaccine-rollout-at-245
https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/covid-19-health-minster-tyler-shandro-to-give-update-on-albertas-vaccine-rollout-at-245
https://calgary.ctvnews.ca/drumheller-overdose-deaths-spark-conversation-on-alberta-s-opioid-crisis-1.5319531
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/red-deer-alberta-opioid-overdose-1.5925014
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/red-deer-alberta-opioid-overdose-1.5925014
https://globalnews.ca/news/7652604/feb-20-walk-for-freedom-covid-19/
https://www.stalberttoday.ca/alberta-news/church-whose-pastor-was-arrested-for-defying-covid-19-restrictions-holds-service-3445864
https://globalnews.ca/news/7658844/ahs-drops-case-against-restaurant/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/nenshi-calgary-covid-emergency-henry-update-pandemic-response-1.5924322
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/ahs-sanctioned-hundreds-of-workers-after-wildcat-strike-1.5924007
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/ahs-sanctioned-hundreds-of-workers-after-wildcat-strike-1.5924007
https://kimsiever.ca/2021/02/23/3-new-council-members-appointed-to-college-of-alberta-dental-assistants/
https://kimsiever.ca/2021/02/23/3-new-council-members-appointed-to-college-of-alberta-dental-assistants/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/mushrooms-drugs-clinic-medical-edmonton-1.5924035
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/mushrooms-drugs-clinic-medical-edmonton-1.5924035


• Currently, there are 280 patients in hospital and 56 people in ICUs across the 
province.  

• Since August 30, 1207 schools across the province have reported cases of COVID-
19, with 226 schools reporting cases in the past two weeks. A total of 14 schools 
have been closed due to COVID outbreaks since schools returned to in-person 
learning on January 11. The province’s online map helps parents track outbreaks. 

Upcoming webinars 
ACTT is continuing to co-host the webinar series COVID Talks for Docs to help physicians 
address the many questions around COVID-19. 
 
Webinar #5, Adapting to Increasing COVID Care Needs in your Practice will be held on 
Wednesday, March 3, 2021 from 12 p.m. – 1 p.m. This session will focus on recognizing 
the impact of COVID-related stressors on physicians, and offer suggestions on 
maintaining resiliency and offering support to colleagues. All community physicians and 
clinic staff who have questions related to rising mental health issues in health care 
workers are invited to join this session. We encourage community physicians to share 
the webinar details with their clinic staff. 
 
Registration information 
If you are interested in joining the webinar, please click here to register. Once registered, 
you will be sent the Zoom Meeting link and instructions on how to join. 
 
Please contact shelley.russell@albertadoctors.org if you are having difficulties 
registering. 
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