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Welcome to the most recent issue of the Joint Task Force Update. The AMA Joint Task Force 
(JTF), comprised of family physicians, specialists, and AMA support staff, represents a unified 
voice that supports and enables grassroots physician advocacy efforts. The JTF has put 
together this list of events, resources and news items that may be of interest to physicians. 
 
Our podcast has launched! 
The first episode of the JTF podcast Alberta, This is Going to Hurt, officially launched on 
January 27. Hosted by Dr. Samantha Myhr, Dr. Jon Hilner and Dr. Howard Evans, our pilot 
episode looked back on what’s happened over the past year and how government’s 
approach to cuts and changes has impacted patients, the province, and our entire health 
care system. You can listen to it here and subscribe wherever you listen to podcasts. Our 
next episode will be focused on the impacts of COVID on our health care system and what 
this means for Albertans. 
 
New advocacy resources for physicians available 
With the guidance of physician working groups and AMA Health Economics, the JTF has 
updated many of the resources and tools designed to assist you with your own advocacy 
efforts. These resources, which are intended to help spark conversations with patients and 
the public, are easy to find on the advocacy pages of the AMA website. The new series of 
posters and patient information sheets are available for immediate download. 
 
If there are specific materials you feel would help you raise your voice and inform Albertans 
about what is at stake, please let us know and we will help you create something that will 
meet your needs.  
 
Tell us about your practice and any changes you may be making 
The Joint Task Force worked closely with AMA’s Information Systems Group (ISG) and Public 
Affairs to create a mechanism to gather information about physicians who are changing their 
practice and their reasons for doing so. The confidential, voluntary "My Practice 
Information" feature has been added to the member dashboard and asks about your 
practice and any changes you might be making, including retirement, closing your practice, 
reducing or increasing your hours, as well as the reasons for these changes. If you have any 
questions or comments on the new dashboard feature, please let us know 
at jointtaskforce@albertadoctors.org.  
 
Week in Review 
In case you missed it, here’s some of what’s happened over the past couple of weeks: 

• The January 25, President’s Letter focused on the AHS decision to end stipends for 
contracted services as of March 31, 2021 or sooner and the importance of physicians 
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having AMA representation in discussions about the various options relating to these 
essential services.  

• A new digital campaign aims to flood social media with science-based information to 
counteract misinformation about the COVID-19 vaccine. 

• Physicians from the EZMSA’s Strategic COVID-19 Pandemic Committee compiled 
evidence-based answers to 20 commonly asked questions about the pandemic. 

• A protest at the home of Saskatchewan’s Chief Medical Health Officer was widely 
condemned by elected officials, health professionals and health organizations. The 
CMA also issued a statement on the bullying of public health officials. 

• Health Minister Tyler Shandro and Chief Medical Officer of Health Deena Hinshaw 
announced that Alberta has reported the first instance of community transmission of 
the COVID-19 variant originally identified in the United Kingdom. With concern about 
the increased transmissibility of the variant, current public health restrictions are 
expected to stay in place. 

• Minister of Health Tyler Shandro noted that the province was facing a vaccine 
shortage related to the supply disruption caused by Pfizer's decision to scale up its 
plant in Belgium. New concerns have also emerged about the possibility of Europe 
imposing export controls on available vaccines.  

• Global News is reporting that Canada’s vaccine shipments will be further reduced, 
and that we are now expected to receive only 3.5 million doses by the end of March 
instead of the promised 4 million. This means Alberta will receive 63,000 fewer doses 
than expected. 

• To date, over 101,000 Albertans have received either the Pfizer-BioNTech or 
Moderna vaccines and about 11,000 people have now received both required doses. 

• The first human clinical trials of a made-in-Canada COVID-19 vaccine have started. 
Calgary-based Providence Therapeutics, a biotechnology company with offices in 
Calgary and Toronto, developed the vaccine and is working with another Alberta 
company to develop manufacturing capacity in Calgary. 

• Despite Premier Jason Kenney’s announcement that Alberta had reached a 
“tremendous milestone” in vaccinating residents in all of Alberta’s 357 long-term 
care and designated supportive living facilities, private LTC operators noted that only 
residents in government funded facilities had been vaccinated. Seniors living in 
private LTC locations will not be vaccinated until the Phase 1B rollout.  

• Monday, January 25, marked the one-year anniversary of the first diagnosed case of 
COVID-19 in Canada. Since then, Canada has seen more than 756,000 confirmed 
cases and over 19,400 deaths. Globally, 100 million people have been infected and 
the death toll has now surpassed 2,149,000.  

• A growing number of people continue to push back against public health guidelines, 
with some business owners openly defying lockdown restrictions.  

• The Tyee profiled several Albertans who have left Alberta because of Jason Kenney’s 
UCP government, including two physicians. Dr. Jillian Ratti and Dr. Don Wilson shared 
their stories and the myriad reasons why they left Alberta. 

• Health Minister Tyler Shandro appointed six public members to sit on various health 
boards and councils.  

• Alberta Health Services announced that the field hospital located in the University of 
Alberta Butterdome, intended to help alleviate strain on hospitals, is ready. The field 
hospital will only be activated when needed. 

• The province reported 459 new COVID cases on Wednesday, January 27 and 12 
additional deaths, bringing the total number of Albertans lost to the pandemic to 
1,599.  
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• Currently, there are 604 patients in hospital and 110 people in ICU across the 
province.  

• Since August 30, 1160 schools across the province have reported cases of COVID-19, 
with 307 schools reporting cases in the past two weeks. Six schools have been closed 
due to COVID outbreaks since schools returned to in-person learning on January 11. 
The province’s online map helps parents track outbreaks. 

Advocacy in action 
 
Meetings with MLAs 
Many physicians have been meeting with their MLAs and, in some cases, government 
ministers, to discuss the concerns they have about the impacts of recent government 
changes. If you are part of a group or community of physicians that are interested in 
undertaking advocacy activities, please reach out to the JTF support team for assistance 
at jointtaskforce@albertadoctors.org. We’d be happy to help! 
 
The Putting Patients First® campaign has resulted in 37,700 letters being sent to MLAs and 
more than  19,200 sent directly to Premier Kenney. 
 
The AMA is continuing to offer media relations and social media training sessions for 
members. 
 
Share your story 
The Joint Task Force is continuing to gather stories from physicians who have made the 
difficult decision to change their practice or even leave the province. Please consider sharing 
your story with us at jointtaskforce@albertadoctors.org, if you are in this situation. Our team 
would appreciate being able to capture your thoughts and concerns, so that we can share 
your experience with Albertans who may not realize what is at stake for our province. 
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