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SMALL AND MEDIUM ENTERPRISE RELAUNCH GRANT (“SME 
GRANT”) 

The SME Grant provides up to two payments (max. $20,000) to eligible entities that have 
reduced revenue and either closed or curtailed operations due to a COVID-19 pandemic public 
health order (“C-PHO”). 

Application deadline: March 31, 2021, apply online 1 

 

ELIGIBILITY 2 

To qualify, all of the following requirements must be met: 

i. On Feb. 29, 2020, be an eligible entity in good standing3, which includes corporations, 
partnerships, sole proprietorships with registered tradenames, non-profit organizations, 
societies and cooperatives; 

ii. Entity has a permanent establishment in Alberta, i.e. a fixed place of business;  
iii. On Feb. 29, 2020, the entity was carrying on business or eligible to do so;  
iv. Entity has less than 500 employees and contractors (part-time or full-time); 
v. Entity can prove that it was ordered to close or to curtail operations due to a C-PHO that 

came into effect on a certain date or later (see Payments section);4 
vi. Demonstrate a 30% or more reduction in gross revenue in either April or May 2020 

compared to April 2019, May 2019 or February 2020 and that reduction was due to a C-
PHO; 

vii. Entity is open or plans to open with the phased relaunch as restrictions are lifted;  
viii. For the second payment, to be eligible, the entity must be in an a region affected by a C-

PHO that came into effect after Nov. 6, which, after the Dec. 11th C-PHO5, includes all 
regions in Alberta. 

 

1 Entity will need a basic MADI account to apply (no need for a verified MADI account). If it already applied in 
the past, do not create a new application. Go back to original portal and hit Second Payment. 
2 Note, receipt of certain other government funding will disqualify the entity from the SME Grant. See Guides 
for more detail. 
3 For example, if the entity is a corporation, it must be in good standing with the Corporate Registry. 
4 Entity should ensure that it can demonstrate it was ordered to close or curtail operations due to a C-PHO. 
They may be required to provide proof to the government upon request or audit. Like many COVID programs, 
the government is relying on honesty and it’s anticipated that there will be audits in the future.  
5 Effective Dec. 13, 2020. 

https://edtgrants.edt.gov.ab.ca/SignIn?returnUrl=%2F


- 3 - 

 

 

Small and Medium Enterprise Relaunch Grant Information  McLennan Ross LLP 

PAYMENTS 

FIRST PAYMENT: MAX $5,000 

Calculation: 15% x monthly revenue of April 2019 or May 2019 or February 2020 

To be eligible for the first payment, must be able to show that operations were closed or 
curtailed due to a C-PHO that came into effect in March 2020 or later (including rescinded 
ones).  A full list of all C-PHOs can be accessed here. 

Monthly revenue can be based on the cash accounting method or accrual accounting method, 
so long as it matches the entity’s financial statements.  

 

SECOND PAYMENT: MAX $15,000 

Calculation: 3 x First Payment 

To be eligible for the second payment, must be able to show that operations were closed or 
curtailed due to a C-PHO that came into effect in November 6, 2020 or later (including 
rescinded ones).  Again, you can access a list of all C-PHOs here.  

 

UPDATES SINCE JUNE (UP TO JANUARY 2021) 

• Second payment now available.  
o If the entity did not apply or receive the first payment in the earlier application 

round, then it can now apply for both the first and second payment together. 

• Revenue reduction now only needs to be 30% instead of 50%. If entity did not qualify 
before due to this threshold, it can now apply based on the lower threshold.  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• Provincial Guide – updated regularly 
• Provincial Application Guide  
• Public Health Orders in effect  
• AMA Guide (from June 2020) – found on the AMA website. 

https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-orders-and-legislation.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-orders-and-legislation.aspx
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/sme-relaunch-grant-guidelines
https://www.alberta.ca/assets/documents/edtt-sme-relaunch-grant-application-companion-guide.pdf
https://www.alberta.ca/covid-19-orders-and-legislation.aspx
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